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Hello, 

  

I hope you are keeping well and making the most of our British 

Summer weather! 

  

Welcome to our Summer Newsletter. We are aiming to publish a 

quarterly newsletter to all SWCA members to keep you up-to-date 

with news from your Association and future events. The March newsletter will always 

be sent by post and the remaining three quarters by email to keep postage costs 

down. If however, you would prefer the newsletter by post, please let Jackie know and 

we will post it to you. If you did not confirm your personal details after the last news-

letter, please complete the form on the back page so that we can ensure we have all 

your contact details correctly recorded. 

  

The Officers have been busy drafting a strategy document for SWCA. This document 

sets out our plans for the year ahead with objectives, goals and expectations covering 

Campaigning; Members & Supporters; Finance; and Organisation & Administration. 

This will be presented to the Executive Council early July with a plan to make available 

to all the members later in the month. If you would like to receive a copy, please let 

Jackie know. 

  

I am pleased to report we have completed our regular review to ensure all health & 

safety, food preparation, fire and insurance requirements are satisfied. Indeed, two  

officers and Jackie now hold food hygiene certificates. We are also just upgrading the 

hall hot water hand washing facilities. 

  

Next month we are arranging a deep clean of Iveagh Hall and a return to the office for 

Jackie. As the lockdown is eased my officers are working on bringing the Association 

out of hibernation and getting our activities back on track including a return to     

campaigning and fund raising events.  The May 2021 Local Elections will come round 

very quickly! 

  
See you soon, Kevin 

Message from Chairman - Kevin Thomas 

Promoted by Kevin Thomas on behalf of Southend West Conservative Association, both of 67 Leigh Road, Leigh on Sea SS9 1JW.   



Message from Deputy Chair - (Political) - Cllr Kevin Buck 

Message from Deputy Chair - (Membership & Fundraising) - Judith Suttling 

 

Since our last Newsletter our membership has stayed at a steady number of 

346 full members of which, I am pleased to say, 28 are under 26 years 

old. We also have 228 ‘Friends’ from the Iveagh Conservative Club who pay 

£10 to the Association. 

 

I am very hopeful that we will be able to hold our  Annual Dinner in October, 

but it is too early yet to try and book a speaker.   

 

I am also hopeful that we can hold our usual Summer Tea Party in August, 

where Iveagh Hall is big enough for us all not to be sitting ‘cheek to jowl’!   

 

Also, if possible, we hope to re-start the popular Marlborough and CWO Club lunches from Septem-

ber. 

 

Sir David Amess organised a superb VE Day concert which was shown on YouTube.  For those who 

were unable to see it, during the autumn/winter months we will organise an evening with fish & 

chips and show the concert. 

 

It will be so good to all meet up again and enjoy each other’s company.   

 

Everybody will be welcome! 

 

I hope this finds you all safe and well? Whilst still living in extraordinary times, 

we are starting to emerge from the lock down now. Whether you have been 

keeping safe in your homes, working throughout or volunteering to help those 

less able, it will come as a welcome relief to all as we are start to see a return 

to some form of normality. This also means that we will be recommencing our 

political campaigning again.  

 

Many have had their InTouches printed and are now ready for delivery or are 

being delivered. Whilst leaflet delivering is now permitted, care and considera-

tion should be given if residents do not wish to receive them. Door knocking is 

still uncertain and possibly not welcome by many at the moment, but we will 

continue to monitor the guidance coming from CCHQ and central government.  

 

During the lock down, many will have taken to using the internet, social media or video conferencing 

such as Zoom, Teams, Face Time etc. Whilst social media has been with us for some while, I think 

now is the time that the Association looks to take full advantage of the marketing and communica-

tions opportunities it presents. We will be looking to have a strategic and regular social media pres-

ence across many of the platforms, with regular posts and contributions to make sure it remains  

current and fresh.  

 

If anyone has any ideas, suggestions or comments, please do send them through to us, as your      

contribution, input and support is greatly appreciated and valued. Thank you! 



It was a shock when we heard the announcement that the 2020 local council      

elections had been postponed until May 2021.  We had selected all our candidates 

and we were just getting into our stride for the local election campaign.  There has 

been no Mayor making ceremony at Southend Council this year: Cllr John Lamb is 

carrying on as Mayor and Cllr Mark Flewitt remains as Deputy Mayor.  Likewise, the 

Council continues to be run by a Labour/Independent/Lib Dem coalition. 

 

At the start of lockdown, the Council focussed on Covid-19 issues and maintaining   

essential services. Other work was put on hold. Now, the focus is on recovery and planning for life 

after coronavirus.  For the time being, very few staff are working at the Civic Centre: working from 

home is the “new normal” for councillors and council staff alike.  Council meetings are held as       

virtual meetings via the internet. 

 

As the opposition, we support the good work that the Council has done in response to the corona-

virus pandemic, but where necessary we have challenged the Labour led  administration on several 

issues.  Cllr Kevin Buck, Shadow Cabinet member for Highways continues to robustly challenge on 

the ill thought-out contra-flow along the sea front.  The Conservative Group remains resolutely       

opposed to the plan to fill in the Queensway underpass as part of 

the Better Queensway scheme.    

News from Southend Council -  Cllr Meg Davidson - Deputy Group Leader 

A WORD FROM WESTMINSTER…. 

These past weeks and months have been like no other time that I have experi-

enced since first  becoming involved in politics. The previous miserable Parlia-

ment, where we had achieved little other than argue about Brexit, was re-

placed with a new Parliament after the General Election that took place on 

12th December last year.  No sooner had the new Parliament assembled than 

the coronavirus pandemic exploded throughout the world, with a dire impact 

on our own country.  We will only be able to judge how well the government 

has   handled the crisis in the fullness of time. 

I offer my deepest sympathy to anyone who has lost a relative or friend as a re-

sult of the disease. It must be heart-breaking, with all the restrictions, not to 

have been able to properly mourn the person who would have meant so much to you.    

Throughout this time, I and my team have been fully operational and have kept in touch with most 

sectors of our community. I know only too well the impact the lockdown has had on people’s lives. 

Restrictions on socialising, school closures, businesses and shops have not been fully functioning, 

difficulties with transport, the list is endless, and then of course the impact of the recent riots.  Now 

that lockdown is easing, because at least we seem to be winning the battle against coronavirus, my 

office has returned completely to Westminster.   

Please rest assured, your voice will be heard loudly and firmly in the seat of government. 

With all good wishes 

Sir David Amess MP, Tel: 0207 219 3452, Email: amessd@parliament.uk  

 

mailto:amessd@parliament.uk


NEWS FROM WARDS  

BLENHEIM PARK 

Well this wasn't the 2020 we expected, was it? Instead of hard pavement-

pounding and deliveries and working to recover seats and try and win back the 

administration, there has been a lot of gardening, crafting and general reflec-

tion!  The main priority was to keep everyone safe, of course. 

 

I know that St Cedds and other churches in the ward were active in supporting 

the community in practical ways, helping with shopping, telephone advice and 

pastoral care. 

 

Southend Council staff were active in liaising with residents in need, arranging 

food deliveries and even ensuring dogs were given their walks.  I have regularly 

walked through the ward, on my daily exercise, greeting residents and report-

ing any obvious problems. Residents have also continued to contact me about local issues. 

 

The Council business is now picking up, virtually of course, especially as the Conservative Group had 

to request that Scrutiny meetings be called, so that there was proper oversight of decisions. There 

was a danger that activities and actions were taking place under the guise of 'emergency' when the 

elected representatives were not being informed.  In fairness, I have been regularly updated about 

children matters during this crisis, and I have kept abreast of arrangements for our vulnerable chil-

dren and, indeed, the possible return to school for a majority of  pupils. 

 

We shall prepare an In Touch as soon as we can go delivering again, and we have some plans for    

future fund raising, so watch this space!  Cllr Helen Boyd 

BELFAIRS 

Hello from Lesley & Alan!   

 

We hope you are all safe and well as we find ourselves adapting to a new 

way of life.  We would like to take this opportunity to update you all on 

that’s been going on in Belfairs during the lock down and over recent 

weeks.  

 

Cityfibre have been working in the ward installing the new Gigabit net-

work.  This work is well underway and should be available to Belfairs residents by the end of the year. 

 

Belfairs Golf course is now open and is being used by our residents. 

 

In January we had a very successful fund raising dinner, we are hoping to arrange more this year 

once the current restrictions are lifted.  We are also looking to arrange a dinner in December to cele-

brate a normal Christmas for us all (dates to be confirmed).   

 

Message from Jack Warren - Belfairs Candidate for May 2021. 

 

At the beginning of the year, we were in full campaign mode here in Belfairs gearing up for May's 

election, that was never to be.  Now, we find ourselves adapting to a new way of life that none of us 

could have ever imagined before! It has been a tough ride and I hope everyone has kept safe and well 

throughout.  Fingers crossed we can soon begin to return to a more normal way of life.        

                  

Best Wishes Jack Warren 
 



CHALKWELL 

We were disappointed, like most other wards, that the elections were 

cancelled in May, as it would have given us a great chance of regaining 

control of the Council or making life somewhat more difficult for the coali-

tion of chaos currently keeping our seats warm.   

 

Nevertheless, every cloud has a silver lining - David Burzotta and James 

Courtenay have another year to work together and hopefully arrange a 

smooth transition. We are planning to publish a 'Lockdown Special' newsletter soon, to keep in touch 

with residents. 

 

We held a successful quiz back in September last year, and hope that we might be able to hold an-

other one in the autumn, depending on when we will all be able to meet 

up again. The semi-regular Chalkwell summer garden party looks like it 

might be a challenge this year, we look forward to contributing to the   

Association's coffers and funding lots of newsletters as soon as possible! 

PRITTLEWELL 

We all owe a huge debt of gratitude to our NHS workers: doctors, nurses, 

paramedics, ambulance drivers, porters, cleaners and all the other key 

workers who have risked their own lives to save the lives of others and  

also their efforts to  reduce the spread of the coronavirus.  The enthusias-

tic clapping on Thursday evenings confirmed the high esteem that we all 

hold for our NHS workers. 

 

Prittlewell Ward is also home to the new COVID-19 test unit in Priory 

House. This is totally separate from the main care home, so does not put 

their residents at risk. It has thirteen fully operational assessment beds 

for senior citizens who have been discharged from the hospital and are 

awaiting a COVID-19 test result. This of course has released beds in the 

main hospital as well as providing convalescence.   

Meg Davidson, a volunteer at Southend Food Bank, was delighted to welcome her colleague David 

Garston, who together with his son Jonathan, delivered much needed sup-

plies on behalf of a local charity.  It was the first time Meg and David had 

been able to meet face to face since the start of the lockdown! 

NEWS FROM WARDS cont’d 



SNAKES LANE - After 3 agonising weeks of disruption for the residents of 

Snakes Lane and nearby properties, Southend Council decided to force the 

travellers to leave their encampment by applying for an enforcement order 

through the Magistrates Court.   

 

Just why the Council decided to U-turn in this manner, and at this particular 

time is baffling since the evidence of antisocial, unruly behaviour and noise 

nuisance has been repeatedly given to them by residents and Councillors at 

the beginning of the unlawful occupation of Council land.   

 

Conservative Councillors met and decided to bombard the Council to tell them 

to listen to the residents’ voices which hopefully played its part in persuading 

the Council to act. We will continue to ask questions as to why they changed direction, and why this 

didn’t happen sooner, together with our relentless pursuit of a Borough wide injunction which would 

have resolved this ordeal at the outset.     

 

Cllr David McGlone 

ST LAURENCE 

SOUTHEND AIRPORT - After long and time-consuming discussions, Sir David Amess MP has helped to 

achieve some respite to the night flights at Southend Airport! The agreement fell fowl of a bird swoop 

on the very first night of the agreement though, with the last cargo flight times of 12:20 being 

breached. Nothing is easy and the fight will continue to get the night flights stopped permanently! 

Steve Buckley has been working extremely hard in the ward, with myself, Sir David Amess and key 

stakeholders to get the Airport 106 Agreement amended. The fight goes on! 

 

If you ever wondered just how awful Southend Borough Council has become 

under the Labour coalition or how near corrupt the media can be, I'm happy to 

tell you in person!     

               

Cllr Mark Flewitt  
 

 

WEST LEIGH 

West Leigh continues to work on Belton Hills East and to stabilise the cliff and road.  

More work is also  required on Belton Hills West, where there is still movement caus-

ing the road to ‘jump up’ towards the station. Cllr Evans and I were successful in 

“calling in” 85 Western Road, and putting our reasons why the application should be 

refused, because of the overdevelopment that was being pursued by the applicant; 

there were several reasons this should have been refused and was. 

 

Numerous roads are now the programme for resurfacing and your ward Councillors 

will be pushing for more whole road resurfacing which we started to do when       

Conservatives ran the Administration.                         

Cllr John Lamb 

NEWS FROM WARDS cont’d 



The information that you provide will be used only by the Conservative Party, including its candidates, representatives and     

Associations. We will not pass on this information to anyone else. 

We would like to keep in touch with you, send information about membership, social events, political events, and campaigning 

activities, local and national political issues/campaigns. Please tick the relevant boxes to indicate how you would like to receive 

this information:   Post  Email  SMS  Phone  

Under the new data protection laws, if you tick the ‘Right to be forgotten’ box, we will be required to delete everything except 

the information that comes from the register of electors, and our records will be updated accordingly.    Right to be forgotten 

PLEASE WRITE IN BLOCK CAPITALS 

Name 

Mobile 

Address 

Postcode 
Home 

Email 
address 

                                   

                                   

                                   

                                   

                              

                                   

FUTURE DATES FOR ASSOCIATION AND WARD & CLUB EVENTS  

The following social events are being arranged for you to enjoy once we are able to meet up again, and to 
raise much-needed funds for the 2021 local elections .  We recognise that confidences may be low for social-

ising at this time, but we are looking forward to seeing as many of you as possible. Your safety is of the      
utmost importance, and social distancing and hygiene regulations will be strictly followed.          

 

Sunday 16 August (time & venue tbc) 
St Laurence Ward Sparking Garden Party  

to book a place contact Verina Weaver (Chairman St Laurence Ward)  
07919 043 190 or email verinaweaver@gmail.com  

 

Saturday 22 August, 2.30 - 4.30pm - Iveagh Hall 
Summer Tea Party 

 

Sunday 30 August (time & venue tbc) 
St Laurence Ward Sparking Garden Party - contact Verina Weaver (above) 

 

Wednesday 16 September, 12.30 for 1.00pm - Iveagh Hall 
Marlborough Lunch Club 

 

Saturday 19 September (time tbc) - Iveagh Hall 
Chalkwell Ward Quiz Night 

 
December (date/time/venue tbc) 

Belfairs Ward Christmas lunch/dinner 
               

All dates are tentative and confirmation and further details of each event will follow nearer the time. 


