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THANK YOU!
 David Garston writes: We 

 all owe a huge debt of grat- 
 itude to our NHS workers:

 doctors, nurses, paramedics,

 ambulance drivers, porters,

 cleaners and all the other

 key workers who have 

of every month from 10 am-1 pm.  To book a slot,                                                                                                               risked their own lives to 

 save the lives of others 
please phone 0207 219 3452 or email amessd@parliament.uk .                                                                   

and also their efforts to reduce the 

spread of the coronavirus. 
The enthusiastic clapping on Thursday 

evenings confirmed the high esteem that 

we all hold for our NHS workers.Prittlewell 

Ward is also home to the new COVID-19 

test unit in Priory House. This is totally 

separate from the main care  

home, so does not put their residents at risk. It has thirteen fully operational assess-

ment beds for senior citizens who have been discharged from the hospital and are 

awaiting a COVID-19 test result. This of course has released beds in the main  

hospital as well as providing convalescence.    

This giant rainbow was made and installed 
by three local companies to thank all the
staff at Southend Hospital. 

REDUCTION IN NIGHT FLIGHTS 
Southend Airport’s night-time cargo 

flight schedule has recently changed for 

the better. For the time being, there are 

no flights scheduled between 12.20am 

and 6.30am.  Together with local MP Sir 

David Amess, Conservative councillors 

are continuing their efforts to secure a 

change to the Section 106 agreement to 

stop all cargo flights at night. A welcome respite for residents living under 

the flight path 

 HELPING HANDS FOR SOUTHEND FOOD BANK 

 Meg Davidson, whilst volunteering at 

 Southend Food Bank, was delighted to 

 welcome her colleague David Garston, 

 who together with his son Jonathan, 

 delivered much needed supplies on 

 behalf of a local charity.  

 It was the first time Meg and David 

 had been able to meet face to face 

 since the start of the lockdown!

 YOUR CONSERVATIVE TEAM IN PRITTLEWELL 

SIR DAVID AMESS MP FOR SOUTHEND WEST                                                         

House of Commons, London SW1A 0AA    
                                                                  

David is holding virtual surgeries on the 1st and 3rd Friday                                                                 

 

  
 

  
 

  
 

 
 
 
  
 
 
 

Appointments will be made on a first come first served basis and                                      
 will be available via Skype or over the phone. 

 PRITTLEWELL WARD COUNCILLORS  

 Kevin Buck 07976 284946   
 cllrbuck@southend.gov.uk 

 Meg Davidson 01702 212351 
 cllrdavidson@southend.gov.uk 

 David Garston 01702 212877 
 cllrdgarston@southend.gov.uk 

 Prior to the lockdown we were able to go out and about on a very regular 

 basis to hear your views and respond to any Council queries that you had. 
 Currently face to face contact is more challenging but please do contact us by 

 phone, email or letter and we will be happy to respond quickly. We will 

 resume our visits and street surgeries as soon as it is safe to do so. 
 In the meantime, please keep safe and well. 
 Kevin, Meg & David 

mailto:cllrbuck@southend.gov.uk
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mailto:cllrdgarston@southend.gov.uk


 

COUNCIL RESPONDS TO  

CORONAVIRUS CHALLENGES 

   

Prittlewell Perspectives: news & views from your local councillors 

 Meg Davidson writes:                                                                                                         
 At the start of lockdown, the Council, together with NHS colleagues, 
 focussed on Covid-19 issues and maintaining essential services.

 Other work was put on hold. Now, the focus is on recovery and 
 planning for life after coronavirus.  For the time being, very few staff

completion on the former Prospects site.                                                                           are working at the Civic Centre: working from home is the "new 
 normal” for councillors and council staff alike. We have been
 mastering the technology for virtual meetings via the internet.

 It can feel a bit “clunky” and I suspect that most of us still prefer

 face to face meetings, but at least we are able to conduct essential

 Council business. 
 GRAFFITI ON THE GREENWAY                            

 Our regular litter picking sessions 

 along Prittle Brook Greenway are 

 currently on hold.  I have, however, 

 been able to take a walk along the 

 Prittlewell stretch of the Greenway 
 I was dismayed to see all the 

 graffiti that has appeared in recent 

 weeks.          

 I have reported this to the Council 

 to get it cleaned up. 

 COMING TO A STREET NEAR YOU….                                      

 Lots of pavements and roads are 

 being dug up at the moment. Much 

 of this relates to a 3 year project to 

 install fibre optic cables in every 

 street in Southend. CityFibre, in 

 partnership with Vodafone UK, is 

 investing £30m to provide homes 

 and businesses throughout the 

 borough with access to top quality, 

 ultrafast internet connections.        

 
 
 

Kevin Buck writes: I remain concerned by the proposed Roots 
Hall development and the impact it will have on the immediate 
vicinity, particularly for traffic movements. This area is already 

 densely populated, with another 92 apartments nearing 

We have had some success with Prittlewell highways resurfacing projects. After 
Southbourne Grove between Prittlewell Chase and 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  
 
 
 
 

much lobbying on our part, 
Bridgwater Drive, is back on the Highways works program for 2020/21. It was 
due for resurfacing in 2019/20, but was withdrawn from the program by the 
Council's coalition administration when they took office in June 2019,   

MORE FUNDING FOR  CYCLEWAYS 
As a parent of school age children, I want all children 
to be able to cycle safely through Southend. I welcome 
the government announcement of new funding for 
cycleways. We should, however, avoid knee jerk 
reactions to spend quickly and reduce road capacity 
for vehicles, as keeping  the transport network open 
will be essential for the town’s economic recovery. Instead, we should 
take a more considered approach. We already have some excellent 
dedicated cycleways such as Prittle Brook Greenway: it is joining these up 
in a permanent way that will be safer and benefit all in the longer term. 

 Through this time of national crisis, it has been a privilege to help those 

 in need. Feeling more like a pizza delivery man, I and other volunteers 

 have been delivering freshly cooked meals to local residents like Richard 

 (left). Richard always has a smile, loves to chat and is always so grateful 

 and polite.  I’ve also been very thankful that we’ve been able to spend 

 time in the fresh air tending our 

 recently acquired allotment at 
 Springfield Drive.                                                                                                                                            
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 Green fingers:  
 my wife Paula                                                                                                                             

v                                     with our very first                                                                                                                                                        
R                                    produce from our

                                       allotment.  (right)


