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Work is underway with the proposed Boundary changes to retain West Leigh, Eastwood and St Laurence Wards in 
the West, with the possible addition of St Luke’s Ward joining Southend West constituency.  Watch this space!  If you 
have any comments on this subject, please email me. 

Finally, in Kevin Thomas’s article, he has requested donations to raise funds to keep us strong for the next elections.  
Please bear his comments in mind.  Your continued support, as always, is greatly appreciated. 

Dear Member 

Welcome to our June edition of the Association newsletter, my first as Chairman! I do hope 
you have all had your vaccinations, which will help prevent the spread of Covid. 

Firstly, I would like to thank everyone for all their hard work leading up to and over the elec-
tion period, which saw the Conservative Group holding their seats and taking back others to 
put the Party only three short of overall control; we have 23, the totally (not so!) Independent 3 which, if they had 
supported us, we could have taken back the Administration, but they didn’t!  So, a BIG WELL DONE to everyone but 
also a massive “thank you” to all that not only supported their own wards, but gave assistance where they were asked 

and, on many occasions, either delivering, stuffing envelopes or 
whatever was asked of them.  Our thanks must also go to mem-
bers of the East team who swung across to help their neighbours 
as did some of our team who gave mutual aid.  It shows what can 
be achieved when helping each   other.  Also, a big thank you to Sir 
David and his team who were there to give their help and support, 
whenever needed, on some very long days!  It was made more 
difficult, where Covid was still a danger to everyone.  More next 
year, when hopefully we will kick out the Labour-led Administra-
tion! 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
With best wishes,  
John Lamb, Email: chairman@southendwestconservatives.com 

Message from Chairman - Cllr John Lamb 

Promoted by John Lamb on behalf of Southend West Conservative Association, both of 67 Leigh Road, Leigh on Sea SS9 1JW.   

5 of the elected councillors at the 2021 Count (L to R): Jack Warren, John Lamb, 

David Garston, James Courtenay, Helen Boyd with Sir David Amess MP 

The candidate selection process for the 2022 election is well underway, with interviews being held with the selected 
Approvals Committee in July, after which Ward Chairmen will be asked to arrange interviews with members to select 
the candidate for their Ward.  By the end of August, we will be ready to start the campaign for next year’s elections.  I 
wish everyone good luck. 



Message from Deputy Chair - (Membership & Fundraising) - Judith Suttling 

Our membership has stayed steady during the lockdowns; in fact we have gained a 
few more members since the last newsletter. 

Unfortunately we had to cancel our lunch at The Lawn on 18th July, as the date was 
the day before the latest lockdown should come to an end. 

However, we have booked a lunch for Sunday 8th May next year, when hopefully 
we will have some good election results to celebrate! 

In the meantime, I have booked a good speaker for our Annual Dinner on Friday 
15th October.  We are fortunate in securing Iain Dale, a broadcaster, political com-
mentator and publisher.  Iain has his own programme on LBC, and regularly          

appears on Politics Live and Good Morning Britain.  He recently held a very good podcast with Sir David 
Amess, when they were able to recall politicians in the past and their joint love of West Ham football!  The 
dinner will be at Saxon Hall and further details will be sent shortly. 

We plan to restart the Marlborough Club lunches very soon.  We are also re-launching the 1955 Supper Club 
as a lunch Club on 3rd September at Chalkwell Parkview.  As the title says, the 1955 has been going since 
then without break, except for Covid, and we hope to welcome existing and new members back. 

 

Message from Deputy Chair - (Political) - Cllr Kevin Buck 

The local Council elections in May produced a good result for the Southend Conserva-

tives. We retained all eight seats we were defending and gained three more. Southend 

has two Conservative MPs, is the largest political party on Southend Council by far and 

was only three seats short of the 26 needed for an overall majority.  

It was therefore very disappointing that the Southend Independents have once again 

chosen to support a minority Labour Leader of the Council. Labour have only 13 out of 

51 seats on the Council, one less than in 2019, so it is surely morally undemocratic that 

the Independents continue to ensure that the socialist party once again controls South-

end Council. This has been the case for nearly a decade in Southend now. At every opportunity, the Inde-

pendents have jumped into the political bed with Labour rather than work with the Conservatives, confirm-

ing beyond doubt that they are a veiled socialist group.  

Equally undemocratic was the way this administration politically engi-

neered it to ensure that I, as a professional transport consultant and a 

councillor living and representing a ward under the flight path, was    

deliberately kept off the Southend Airport Consultative Committee.    

Instead, they ensured that councillors from their own parties, some of 

whom have no relevant experience and live nowhere near the flight 

path or airport, were appointed to it.  

All of this means that the only way to ensure that, if you want the Conservatives to represent you in the 

Council, then only a vote for the Conservatives can make that happen!  

Kevin Buck  



Message from Treasurer - Kevin Thomas 

A letter to all SWCA members 
 
Dear Member, 
 
Thank you so much for your continued support of our Association, particularly 
over the last 18 months. It has been tough for us all and we are finally seeing light 
at the end of a long period of prolonged lockdown. 
 
During the period, your Association has pushed forward, most notably with its   
successful election campaign in the May elections. 
 
Keeping the Association running does not come cheap. We have suffered a significant drop in income from 
hall lettings (from around £13,000 per annum to £nil) and payments from IPSA (£6,000 per annum to £nil) 
for use of the hall as a surgery for Sir David. Our expenses have not similarly reduced meaning that whereas 
we usually break even as an Association, 2020 and 2021 will show significant losses. 
 
I am therefore embarking on a fund raising campaign to help us recover some of our reserves now that 
things are getting back to normal.  I have set a modest fighting fund target of £5,000 across the member-
ship. 
 
Can you help? All donations are most welcome, no matter how small or large – they will help to restore our 
bank balance and a healthy bank balance allows us to more easily run your Association well, to support our 
Councillors, to win elections and to have a full social program.  
 
If you can help, please send cheques (payable to SWCA), to the Association office or alternatively credit our 
bank account direct: Sort code 09-07-25, Account No 96052081.  
 
Thank you very much 
 
Kevin  

How do you re-establish the Young Conservatives in Southend West?  Well, I was very 
grateful to be  approached about becoming the new Chairman of the YCs earlier in the 
year.  Now has become a time of optimism and hope for us as a youth wing of the main 
Party, locally. 
 
Over the past few months since taking office, I have been quietly networking with a vast 
number of groups, nationally across the board, and I’m pleased at how our progress has 
developed over that time, which will come in handy for next year’s elections.   
 
When restrictions are finally lifted, I aim to host a number of events to get the YCs and fellow supporting 
members of SWCA together for a number of fun events.  I am also in the process of looking to set up a num-
ber of stalls at Freshers events locally when the 2021/22 Academic Year begins in September.   
 
If you wish to assist me, or you would like to get involved with us in some way, please do get in touch.  All 
support is welcomed! 
 
All the best, Andy 

A Word from Southend West Young Conservatives Chairman - Andy Wilkins 



A WORD FROM WESTMINSTER…. 

The original lockdown date of 21st June was something that everyone was looking forward 
to. As we all know it didn’t happen, because of rising infections and another variant. I sup-
ported the government with the further delay but would be most reluctant to do so again 
after the next review on 19th July.  As we all know, the pandemic has hit all of us in so 
many unfortunate ways.  In that respect, if I can do anything to help you or your family, 
please let me know.  My surgeries will resume physically from 2nd July, and I intend to start 
visiting organisations and groups. 
 
Whilst the G7 summit was a success, the Amersham & Chesham by election was not and our party needs to 
urgently address the action to be taken to stop any haemorrhaging of Conservative votes in the South. 
 
The Dame Vera Lynn Memorial Statue Fund launch was a great success. If anyone wants to make a contribu-
tion this is what you need to do. 
  
The Just Giving page can be found here and donations will attract Gift Aid at 25%:    https://
www.justgiving.com/campaign/dameveralynnmemorialstatue 
Finally, the proposed boundary changes were most unhelpful, and a robust response has been lodged. 
 
I do wish all our members well. 
Sir David Amess MP 

News from Southend Council -  Cllr Meg Davidson - Deputy Group Leader 

 

At the Annual Council meeting, the balance of power lay with three non-
aligned independent councillors. When it came to the crunch, they sided with 
the Labour led coalition.  The Labour Group leader was re-elected by a whisker 
as Leader of the Council, thus ensuring a continuation of the Labour/Independent/Lib Dem coalition for a 
third year.  

POLITICAL COMPOSITION 

OF SOUTHEND COUNCIL  

Conservative 23    

Labour  13 

Southend Independents  7   

Liberal Democrat  5 

Non-aligned                      

Independents     3                                                                             

Southend Conservatives did very well in the recent local elections, winning all eight seats 
they were defending and gaining three more.  The Conservative Group on Southend 
Council now has 23 seats, making it by far the biggest Group on the Council, just three 
seats short of an overall majority. 

The Group was delighted to welcome back James Courtenay 
(Chalkwell Ward) and Steve Buckley (St Laurence Ward) on 
their return to the Council after a two year absence and to 
welcome Jack Warren (Belfairs) who was elected for the 
first time. 

 Infrastructure needed to go hand in hand with 
major developments. 

 Better Queensway investigation – still waiting 
for report. 

 Local Plan – resisting inappropriate develop-
ment on the Green Belt. 

The Conservative Group is now focussing on being an effective opposition and working day and night to 
ensure election success in 2022. Key issues we will be focussing on include: 

 Recruitment of new Chief Executive – current 
Chief Executive Ali Griffin is moving on to pas-
tures new in July. 

 Covid recovery – making sure that government 
grants are spent wisely and not frittered away 
on inappropriate schemes such as cycle lanes in 
the wrong places. 

https://www.justgiving.com/campaign/dameveralynnmemorialstatue
https://www.justgiving.com/campaign/dameveralynnmemorialstatue


NEWS FROM WARDS  

BELFAIRS 

Following a very successful election campaign we were very pleased to 
welcome Jack Warren to the Belfairs team, we now have a 100% Con-
servative team in the Ward. 

Cityfibre have been working in the Ward installing the new Gigabit net-
work; this work is well underway and should be available to Belfairs resi-
dents very soon. There have been some problems with reinstatement, 
however, this should be addressed over the 
coming weeks. 

In January, 2020 we had a very successful     
dinner, raising £227.20 funds for the Association. 

 We are hoping to arrange more this year once the current restrictions are lifted.  We 
are also looking to arrange a dinner in December to celebrate a normal Christmas 
for us all. (Dates to be confirmed). 

 

The Ward Councillors have been out litter-picking again to keep Belfairs Ward tidy.   

 

 

It was very gratifying to be returned as the Councillor for Blenheim Park Ward after a ‘strange’ election.  
Thank you to all those who voted for me. 

We mostly relied on leaflets with limited canvassing, and of course, the numerous postal vote letters.  Big 
thanks to James, Judith, Stewart, Lesley, Alan and Bernard, and David and Meg and Kevin and family.  

Also thanks to all the folders, envelope stuffers, and anyone else I have omitted. 

The result of 100 odd majority was closer than I would have liked, but Blenheim is a very split Ward.   

 

 

Cllr Helen Boyd 

Regrettably, another year in Opposition on the Council, but with work and steady pressure, we can concen-
trate on elections next May. 

BLENHEIM PARK 

On a practical note, we are looking to increase our litter     
pickers in the park and elsewhere, and ensure we remain    
active in the community. 

Our aim is to increase Conservative support in the coming year and, restrictions allowing, do some fund 
raising. 



NEWS FROM WARDS cont’d 

CHALKWELL 

Congratulations to James Courtenay on being elected to Southend-on-sea 

Borough Council with a majority of 487 to represent the ward –                  

a great result! 

 

  

Estuary 2021 Waiting for Climate Change 
 
Commissioned for Estuary 2021,waiting for climate change is an installa-
tion on Chalkwell Beach, which consists of a series of 15 figurative sculp-
tures placed on wooden poles submerged in sea water at high tide. The 
sculptures will observe the horizon, prepared with vests and life belts, 
but they also appear immersed in their mobile screens. The installation 
reflects on our inability to act on the climate crises issue. These poles are 
causing quite a lot of interest from the public at Chalkwell.  Cllr Nigel   
Folkard went to visit the site. 

 

We are planning a “Quiz Night” at Iveagh Hall on Saturday 18th September 2021 with a fish and 
chips supper. The Quiz Night will incorporate “Wheel of Fortune”. Please make a note of the 
date in your diary. All are welcome!  If you would like to book tickets for this event please email 
the Ward Chairman, John Tipping - chalkwell@swca.org.uk. 

EASTWOOD PARK 

We are pleased to report that our Candidate in the recent elections Cllr Chris Walker 
(pictured right) was re-elected.  Many thanks to those who achieved this result with their 
hard work over the election campaign including Councillor Andrew Moring & the candi-
date’s wife who rediscovered her love of leafleting! Well done all. 
 
With the recent easing of restrictions we have decided to hold a sparkling Old fashioned 
English Tea on Sunday 11th July (3 for 3.30pm) priced at £15 per person. This is strictly lim-
ited to 30 people.  To book a place contact Verina Weaver,  email :                                       
verinaweaver@gmail.com   or phone /text: 07919043190.  
 
A ward Committee meeting will be convened in the summer and a summer newsletter will be put together 
for delivery towards the end of the summer.  It is our intention to get at least 3 newsletters a year out to res-
idents (outside of election time). 
 
In response to modern methods of communication we have also set up a Facebook Page entitled LOVE East-
wood Park News where we so far have 32 members. Information posted by the admins is a mixture of local 
news and information / political news as it affects the ward and some softer fun information. We are happy 
to promote small local businesses (unlike some of the other local FB pages). The general idea is to have a 
chatty, friendly page which can be used for important local political news when needed. This is intended to 
complement what is on offer on the more formal Conservative sites over the next year. 
 
Roger Weaver, Ward Chairman 



LEIGH 

Leigh ward has not had a formal meeting, but members have been work-
ing together to produce a letter that has been sent to the Essex Police 
and Fire Commissioner, Roger Hirst (pictured centre right with Councillors 
and residents helping during election campaigning) over the breakdown 
of law and order in Leigh Ward. The last week being particularly bad. 

The Leigh Ward team worked very hard for the election, and were very 
disappointed that we did not win the seat.  However, we have learnt from 
it and will be more determined next year, and overcome some of the 
challenges we faced during campaigning. We did feel that Cllr Peter    
Wexham was voted on past glories and not present day activities. 

As Ward Chairman and the candidate for Leigh Ward in the last election, I must thank my team for a good 
job, well done.  We gained many more votes but sadly not quite enough.  The offers of help from councillors 
and members were many and much appreciated, it gave us more confidence to know we had that backing. 

Paul Gilson, Ward Chairman 

PRITTLEWELL 

Local elections – Congratulations to David Garston who was re-elected in Prittlewell Ward with a handsome 
majority of 717 and a 53% share of the vote.  This is the biggest Conservative majority in Prittlewell in a non-
general election year for over 20 years.  Kevin and Paula Buck hosted an excellent barbecue to celebrate our 
election success and to thank our team of campaign helpers. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Keep Britain Tidy Great British Spring Clean Event 29th May 2021 -  Meg 
Davidson and David Garston, together with other volunteers from the 
Prittle Brook Community Group, did a clean-up around the perimeter of 
Southend Hospital, clearing several bags full of litter and thousands of 
cigarette ends from the pavement.   

We are very grateful for all the support and encouragement which Sir 
David Amess has given to us in Prittlewell Ward, both throughout the 
local election campaign and with the recent Spring Clean event. 

 

Meg Davidson, Ward Chairman 



Another eventful election, fought with small resources and only one external helper, 
thanks Jack Hodges, what a star!  Steve Buckley was re-elected despite the most pernicious 
Labour attempt to gain the seat with LibDems trying to land the seat by a nominal paper 
candidate in place. 
 
Councillors Steve Buckley and Dave McGlone were quick to action, setting up a Facebook 
page, issuing a “thank you” leaflet and taking 2000 of the anti administration leaflets!  
Busy, just slightly. 
 
I would like to offer huge congratulations to Cllr Steve Buckley on his return to the Council. It was a tough 
fight in St Laurence with Labour pushing their candidate extremely hard to try and win. Cllr Steve Buckley 
and Cllr David McGlone, along with the departing Deputy Mayor, Mark Flewitt, really took the fight to St Lau-
rence, delivering thousands of literatures to every doorstep and connecting with their residents. The St Lau-
rence team would also like to thank the newly-elected Cllr Jack Warren (Belfairs Ward) for running a smooth 
and effective social media campaign. The team is now in the process of delivering a 'Thank You' leaflet to res-
idents for their help, keeping the ward ‘blue’. 

As everyone will be aware, Mark Flewitt has stepped down as a councillor after 17 years of representing St 
Laurence. Mark will be missed by many in the local politics scene; however, this does not mean he will not be 
just as involved, as he is still committed to further helping to improve his community. Mark will always have 
my thanks for helping me to engage with St Laurence over the previous few years and for his continued sup-
port with my position as Chair of St Laurence.  

St Laurence remains a very active ward and I am sure we will be organising community events once the cur-
rent restrictions have been lifted and it is safe to do so.  

 

Colin Campbell, Ward Chairman 

ST LAURENCE 

NEWS FROM WARDS cont’d 

WEST LEIGH 

Following a hard but unusual local election campaign, we were delighted that John Lamb 
was successfully re-elected as a West Leigh councillor.  Having lost the seat to the Liberal 
Democrats in 2019 it was heartening that the Conservative vote increased by 524 votes 
this year, whereas the Liberal Democrat vote flat lined.  

The Ward Committee is determined to build on this progress and if possible to further   
increase the Conservative share of the vote whilst driving down Liberal support.  Fay Evans 
has continued to work tirelessly for residents and in the coming year will benefit from 
John’s returns to usual ward duties after his two years as Mayor. 

It is unfortunate, as a result of continuing restrictions, ward members were unable to join John and Pat to 
celebrate their exceptional, but demanding efforts as Mayor and Mayoress at the Annual Mayor Making. 

The Ward Committee has met virtually to analyse the lessons to be learnt from this year’s campaign and will 
be meeting again in June.  In the meantime, an InTouch has been prepared for early distribution. 

 

Nigel Holdcroft, Ward Chairman 

Colin Campbell 



The information that you provide will be used only by the Conservative Party, including its candidates, representatives and     

Associations. We will not pass on this information to anyone else. 

We would like to keep in touch with you, send information about membership, social events, political events, and campaigning 

activities, local and national political issues/campaigns. Please tick the relevant boxes to indicate how you would like to receive 

this information:   Post  Email  SMS  Phone  

Under the new data protection laws, if you tick the ‘Right to be forgotten’ box, we will be required to delete everything except 

the information that comes from the register of electors, and our records will be updated accordingly.    Right to be forgotten 

IF YOU WOULD LIKE TO HELP IN ANY WAY, PLEASE RETURN THE COMPLETED FORM TO SWCA, 67 Leigh Rd., Leigh on Sea SS9 1JW 

Name 

Mobile 

Address 

Postcode 
Home 

Email 
address 

                                   

                                   

                                   

                                   

                              

                                   

CWO 

Guest Speaker - Mr Henry Channon, talking about Sir Henry “Chips” Channon’s diaries 


